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THE SHAP WORKING PARTY 


In 1969 2 conference for those interested inthe development of world 
religions in education was eld near the village of Shap in the Lake District. 
Participants came from a variety of religious backgrounds and represented 
the full range of education from primary school to university. A working, 
party on world religions in education emerged from this initial conference, 
taking the name of Shap from the place where it was formed. 
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Professor Ninian Smart 
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Peggy Morgan 
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‘The distribution centre for 


‘THE SHAP CALENDAR AND JOURNAL 


We also have .. 


A Large collection of RE and Multicultural Resources 
Audio Visual Aids 
Journals and Magazines 
Religious Artefacts 
A Programme of Courses 
Staff with Wide Experience 
‘A Consultancy Service 


WHY NOT CONTACT US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION AT: 


‘THE NATIONAL SOCIETY'S RE CENTRE 
36 CAUSTON STREET 
LONDON 
SWIP 4AU 


Tel: 0171-932 1190/1191 
Fax: 0171-932 1199 
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EDITORS’ NOTES 


‘We wish atthe outset to thank all those contributors who have s 
the coming year- Their belp is not only much appreciated. 
‘we are 10 achieve accuracy in the material we present and, at the same time, 
‘emain faithful tothe ethos of the different faith communities whose festivals We 
seek to describe, 





{in oar attempts to achieve the later, we have, in several cases, again enlarged or 
‘modified the descriptive entries in the Calendar 0 make them more "User 
friendly". incorporating the type of detail that we hope will help teachers and 
others relate the information to their customer’ needs 


‘We welcome funher comment from our readership 10 extend the process still 
funber. 


Regular readers will see that we have reverted to the inclusion of text for the 
full 18 months of the Caleodar’s coverage. This involves a slight increase in 
the number of pages, but we believe it will make for easier use over the full 
period it covers 





We cumin he pase we nl at yar of sng pas mb hat 
relate othe Shap ok “Fes World Reliion- ete by Alan Brown atl 
Pulblished in 1986 by Longmans. This no out of print, but a ae editon i i 
Prato wih RE Row and Mra etn Fra ily ot 
hmtor Puigatios Lad. We expect this willbe pubihed in Api, 1958 at 
ice af £1995. We hope that nest year's Calkndar can be cron referenced 
Ker dition. Copce wil be available from the Shap Working Party at 
National Socket) RE Cente: See mest page for ale deta. 








‘The ta 





of obvaining festival dates is not a straightforward one snd itis the 


complexity of this process which prevents earlier publication of the Calendar 
‘each year, Many dates are constant fixtures and remain the same year after year 
{64 Christian saints” days and many Japanese festivals) and cetain others ean be 
forecast for several years ahead with a reasonable degree of accuracy (Jewish, 
Muslim, Chistian forthe ost par) There. ae thse, however inthe 
Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, Parsi, and Sikh traditions, which are not determined, in 





We ae curently working at his aspect, ad hope nest ea ob able to forecast 
Tor two or thre years aba the Wkly occurence of Jew of the hey dates (68 


‘he Sap Waking Payot Net gue Ee s 





ap Calm o Ri Fess 


Pesach, Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha) that users often request to help them when 
‘making arrangements (eg for factory, office or school closures) that will relate 10 
local community needs. In particular requests have been received for the year 
2,000, whose events are being planned funber in advance than usual. Such 
forecasts on our part must inevitably be provisional in many cases and some will 
‘merely point 10 the week or even the moat wen the Festival ix likely 40 be 
celebrated, We hope to offer some guidance, however, that may be of help 40 oUF 
‘customers, Watch this space next year for further information, 














Riadh El-Droubie 
‘Cheiry Gould 
Peter Woodward 
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USED IN THE CALENDAR 


CHRISTIAN: Good News Bible, The Bible Societics. Collin/Fontana, 1976. 
ISBN 0564 00401 4 [Bible Society], 0.00 512633 9 {Collins}. 


‘ewig: Tae Ure Torah hs fs Baa ot Meee see Eee 
Yor/iensalem. 1981, : 


: Yesuf Ali, Dar 
MUSLIM: The aly Quran, Faston and Commentary by Yuu Al 
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INDEX OF FESTIVALS 


New year celebrations are printed in bold type 
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Bab, Anniversary ofthe Binh of the 
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Holy Week 
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‘Week Of Prayer For World Peace 17p8 
Wesak - 2 
Whitsuntide 33 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 6 
Yo Ha-shoal 31 
Yom Kippur 1586 
Yuan Tan Pr 
Zarushi-no-diso 3 





SHAP PUBLICATIONS 


PRICE LIST 1997/98, 
CURRENT TITLES 


1993 SHAP HANDBOOK: 
TEACHING WORLD RELIGION’ 
Price £13.50 + £1.50 PAP 


(Limited supplies only) 


1995/96 “FROM SYLLABUSES TO SCHEMES - PLANNING 
‘AND TEACHING RE" 
1994/95 “EXPLORING LOSS. GRIEF & CHANGE” 
1993/94 “EXPLORING JOURNEYS" 
1996/97 “EXPLORING CONFLICT AND RECONCILIATION 
Issues for Religious Education 
Price percopy: £2.00 + £0.60 P&P 


Phease address your onder 10 


‘THE SHAP WORKING PARTY 
«fo The National Society's RE Centre 
36 Causton Stree London, SW1P 4AU 
‘Fel: 0171-932 1194 Fax: 0171-932 1199 
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THE SHAP JOURNAL 
WORLD RELIGIONS IN EDUCATION 
1996 - 1997 













WHO AM I ? 
the search for individual and 
group identity 


© Contributions from teachers, educational 
members of the faith communities 


© Information, comments, inspiration 
@ Articles, book reviews, resources 








An essential read for all those working in the 
field of RE, in all phases of education 


SEND FOR YOUR cobalt WOW 






The Shap Working Paty, cio The Nati 
' Jo Chuston Sueet London SWIP AAU 


1 Please esd my the lowing 


{07 The Shap Journal 99798 £7] Mailing (Shap Journal 1997/98 
&4 for t6.05 4 & Calendar fr £8.00 
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SHAP CALENDAR OF 
WORLD RELIGIONS 
1997-1998 


IMPORTANT 
Page number references given inthe test ae to the Book 
“Fesival ie Word Relsons” published by the Shap Working Panty 
Foc farther tfcemation shout the bok peas ee Editors Nokes. 













THE TRANSFIGURATION: When Jesus went up a mountain 

with three of his disciples, Peter, James and John, they saw him 

transformed. saw Moses and Elijah with him and heard a voice 

‘saying . "This is my own dear Son with whom | am pleased = listen 

{to him". For Christians. this confirms the divine nature of Jesus. AN 

impoctant fextval for Gods Christians. Matthew 17:1-17, Mark 
213 and Luke 928-36. P. 101 


‘TISHA BAY: Full day fast mourning the destruction of the fist 
and second Temples in Jerusalem and other tragedies in Jewish 
hhstory. The Book of Lamentations is read. 


FARVARDIGAN Laut ten days of the year during which the 
Fravashis of souls of the departed are welcomed and entertained, 


he fie Catan hye yaaa a eed on 
the last five "Gatha™ days. =” 











the Dormition (al Fine Bleed Wap May 
CFaling Aueep ofthe Bleed Vain 
ichety Onion Christan The Fling Asp meat edt 


svn si ealy money in 
aod Sens ew 


NO RUZ: New Year's Day on the Shenshai calendar. P. 252-253, 
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JANAMASHTAMI / KRISHNA JAYANTI: Bintday of Krishna 
Krishna is a very popular avatar or incarmation of Vishnu and this 
festival is celebrated widely. Many Hindus fast tll midnight, the 
time of Krishna's bith. Those unable wo fast will ake fruit’ and 
milk. Inthe temples Krishna is welcomed with singing. dancing and 
‘Sweets. In some homes and in temples an image of the newbom 
Krishna is putin a cradle and special sweets [eg the powder panji, 
given traditionally to women after childbirth) are offered and 
‘istributed. P. 129-130, 


KHORDAD SAL: Binhday of Zarathustra. P. 25 





PARYUSHANA-PARVA: Variously celebrated as an eight o ten 
day period. Mendicant teachers. whose lifestyle is emulated by lay 
Jainas during this time, give sermons about Mahavira and. Wis 
teachings aa read the Kalpa Sura. On the last day, confession of 
all'sins is made and the forgiveness of friends and relatives 1 
sought before resolving goodwill to all humanity. P. 146-147, 





the food is distributed afterwards 10 the elderly and those 
Emphasis is now placed on the fruits of society and a wider 
interpretation than jast the harvest ofthe fick is mad P. 82 


GANESH-CHATURTHE Birsay of Ganesha The slept 
ended dey seen a the rmover of ubsaces and word 
2th pong of alte ops ac pting mri 
xan of moving ine To env expecily nerve by 
Mahurashnans 138-159 


ETHIOPIAN NEW YEAR'S DAY: 
‘eycle, each year named after an apostle, Th 
‘year of Matthew. 














‘Thins bpianing 








SHUBUN NO HI (Higan): Marks the autumn equinox. As 
‘pring equinox, harmony and bolance are the themes, st 
recited and the graves of relatives are visite. P. 164 





‘The National RE Festival will be celebrating religious education throughout the county in 


schools and different venaex.On Octobe ch events wil focus i. Lonon othe 7h in 
‘Glasgow on the Bh, a Cardiff on the th xd then afer the week, i Leicester on 

the 13h and Ft All enqaicis abou the Festival shouldbe directed to: Savita Ayling. 

‘Director, National Religions Education Festival, Tel: O181 923 8383 Fax: O11 9238444 | 
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ROSH HASHANA: [New Year's Day-5758 AM] celebrates the 
Crea ft wo Ti eal bp en ay epee ad 
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Ermiaatcebe tate ences 
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fertemance of the on a dong Durga 


‘orkid on te eighth 
Sirng Md and ce Reso Young git 
YOM KIPPUR [Day of Atonement: This the final sy ofthe 


‘OL repentance 1 ithe his ay of the year nthe Jesh 
Bec ITs haan eats hh 









ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF THE BAB: The Bab [the 
title mesns ~Gate"] was bor in Shiraz, Persia in 1819. He called 
1s 
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The National Society (CE) for 
Promoting Religious Education 





A Christian Voice in Education since 1811 





Helps teachers, school governors, 
inspectors, students, parents, clergy and 
parish education teams with 


Publications for school, college and parish 
Professional advice on RE and worship 
Training courses and conferences 
National RE Centres in London and York 
Archives and Library 


For details of all these services contact: 


Miss Clare Messum 
The National Society, Church House, 
Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ 
Tel: 0171-222 1672 Fax: 0171-233 2592 
Email NS @natsoc.demon.co.uk 





Donations towards our work are welcomed 


REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 313070 


16 ee Making Ra ord eis on 


onnmcaal 
‘Sp Carat of Rens Fenes [Oa] Ane 191 Dace 388 


people 10 religious renewal and to await the coming of new 
Trom God. Baha'is believe tht this ater figure was 
‘Bahavutah. 25 a 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE: from the 
sources of several different worid religions ae published cach year 
ina special leaflet for use inthis week, which receives the Suppo 
‘of members of many religioes communities. 


SIMCHAT TORAH: Marks the completion of the annual cycle of 
‘reading {rom the Torah As the reading should be continuous, a 
Second scrolls begun again as soon a the final potion of the 
Torah is read: $0, as the reading from Deuteronomy ends, with the 
‘next breath. Genesis begins. All the Torah scrolls are paraded 
around. the synagogue” with children dancing and. 

Progressive Jews celebrate this festival one day earlier. P.191-198. 


DIVALI (DEEPAVALD: Him, 4 New Yeu Fs 
gone to five days. dering which lights re hang Ow 
fireworks are exploded Forth Hindus and Si fa festval of 
Ibe eoncdig With the rst pt ofthe lunar month Various 
incrrcations are given wo the eatval in fre pat of Unda but 
iC etgencaly scited with Latah, godess of wealth and 
frospity oc with the viconous rtm of Rama and Sita to the 
Eine Ayo fete Dal mars he epg of 
the nancial year 134-136 


Sikhs also celebrate Diwali asthe sith Guru, Guru Hargobind, was 
released from Gwalior prison on this day. The Guru refused 10 
‘accept release when i€ was given bythe Emperor. Jhangit etl $2 
Impmsoned Hindu princes were also piven thet freedom. 

the Emperor's condition that only those who could hold onto his 











NOVEMBER 1997 


ALL SAINTS" DAY: (All Hallows’, orginally All Manyts) This 
frovides a chance to olfer thanks fr the work and witness of all 
‘Sint, ecognizing that fot all are Known or specaly Celebrated. 
‘Many’ Churehes stess this day, rather than Hallowe'en which falls 
the day before, by holding evens especially for children. P. 99-100. 


ALL SOULS’ DAY: On this day in particular the departed are: 
‘remembered and prayed for. 
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PALI TEXT 

































SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL 
73 LIME WALK, HEADINGTON, oF 
OXFORD, OX3 7AD CHILDREN’S 


a, 


ULL 
Plt isthe language in which the canonical 
texts of Theravidin Badhists are writen 
We are a charity publishing Pali tests, 
English wanslatiom, dictionaries — and 
ancillary works, We aso publish » Journal 
‘nan ad ac basis. Our sim i "0 fener 
and promote the stay of Pali texts” and 19 


‘SPIRITUALITY 


This new and exciting journal is, 
for all those involved in research 
and developmental work in the 
field of children/young people's 
developing spirituality 





imulate and 

the field and 

allow opportunities for research 
and academic study, 

We are particularly concerned to 
‘establish a link between 
academic research and classroom 
practitioners and invite articles 
from both areas. 


Publishers wishing to 











Becoming a member of the Pali Text 
Society helps to further our work and all 
rmcmibers curently receive 20% discount 
fon books purchased directly (fom ws 
‘Sponsoang members alo reverse one ce 
book each year, 











c books 


Sipomonng Ondieary reviewed in the journal should 
Membership Membersip contact Lesley Randall at the 
H year £16 1 year — £7 address below. 

S years £70, S years £90 


Published twice a year, 
subscription rates are £16 (UK) 
and £18 (overseas) 
For further information and 
‘subscription forms please 
contact: 

Cathy Ota, 
Chichester Institute of HE, 
College Lane, Chichester, West 
‘Sussex, POI9 4PE, England. 


New books recently published by the 
Society include a wanstaion of the 
Dhanmapsda, a revised edition of the 
‘grammatical portion of the  Eglish 
{ranslation of Wilhelm Geiger’ Pali 
Grammar aod. an Engle edison of Vito 
Pemiola’s Pall Grammar. collection of 
ppapsrs by Professor Oskar von Hinaber, 
Evailable forthe First time in English: new 
‘olumes of both the Socety’s Journal and 
KR. Norman: Collected Papers, 300.8 
paperback edition of K. R Norman's 
translation Poems of Early Banddhist 


























geet Tel. 01243 816000 
‘Write to the Pal Text Society Today. Fax, 01243 816080 
The Sp ri Fy Wr si Ede 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE CROWNING OF HAILE 
‘SELASSIE I: One of the holiest days of the Rastafarian year 
‘clebrats Haile Selassie’ accession tothe Ethiopian throne. 


REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: The Sunday nearest to Armistice 
Day, devoted to remembering the dead of two World Wars and 
subsogucat wars. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF BAHA'U'LLAH: 
Founder of the Baha'i faith who was bom, eldest son of a Persian 
‘nobleman, in Tehran, Persia in 1817. P26, P. 166 





Shinto shrine to pay forthe future wellbeing. 


THE PROPHETS NIGHT JOURNEY AND ASCENSION 
ILAILAT-ULASRA’ WAL Mi'RAJ}_ Celebrates the joumey of 
{he Prophet Mahanunad, inthe tenth Year of fis prophcthood, fom 
‘Makkah to Jerusalem and though the heavens fo the presence of 
God alla a night On the Journey, the command to pray five times a 
thy was given, The ck in Jerusalem from which’ Muhammad 
seid nw, maid the Dome of he ck, Mains 
clcteae by reading the Qur'an and saying. additonal prayers 
Soeei1e4° 171 Tefal Soy tin the Had together wih the 
times of pryer: 231. 


ST ANDREW'S DAY: The patron saint of Scotland since the 8th 
ema. Andkew wasan apt and brother of Peer. Inthe Anglican 
‘communion he is associated with missionary activity. P.100, 


ADVENT SUNDAY: The stan of the Christian year 
ide Canons a en ccd by tig the Tat 
in the advent crown -a circular wreath of greenery. A further three 
‘candies are lit on subsequent Sundays, culminating 
‘Christmas candle on the 25th December. This signifies the 
‘ransition from darkness to light. P. 82-83. 
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MARTYRDOM OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR - (1675): The 
‘ninth Guns was executed under orders from the Moghul emperor in 
Public opposite the Red Fort in Delhi for upholding an individual's 
Tight to worship in the manner of his er choice. P-240-242, P24, 





BODHI DAY: Some Buddhists celebrate Gautama's atainment of 
Enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree in Bodhgaya, North India, on 
this day. P. 45-47 Su Lanka, P. 49 Burma, P. SO Thailand, P54 
Tibet [all Birth, Enlightcoment and Death). 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY: Celebrates the [mainly Roman Catholic] doctrine that 
Mary herself was bor free from Original Sin, leaving her sinless 
forthe bearing of Jesus. P. 96. 


‘THE NIGHT OF FORGIVENESS [LAILAT-UL-BARA'I}: On 
the fourteenth of Sha’ban, the eighah month ofthe Muslim Calendat 
land two weeks before Ramadan, Muslims scck forgiveness for theit 
fins. Muslims believe that it is on this night that a person's destiny 
Is fixed for the coming year by God. The night is spent in prayer 
“asking God's guidance and forgiveness. Many Muslims fast On the 
‘th in preparation for this night. In some parts of the world, 
Muslims visit the graves of relatives and the giving of charity is 
also traditional. In some places the night is marked with firework 
displays. P. 233. 


CHRISTMAS EVE: Evening carol services and Midnight Masses 
inaugurate Christmas. Santa Claus [from the Dutch Sinter Klaus] i 
a legendary figure based on St Nicholas of Myra, who is supposed 
to bring presents to children on Christmas Eve. P. 83. P. 84 








HANUKAH: Celebrates the rededication of the Temple in 
Jerusalem after WC was recaptured from the Syrian Greeks by the 
Maccabee brothers in 165 BCE. For the eight evenings of the 
festival, candies are lit from right 10 left in a hanukkiah. a nine: 
‘branched menorah - one candle for each evening. The ninth candle 
is the shamash [the servant candle] from which the other candles 
fare lit. Foods cooked with ol - such as doughnuts and lathes 
{potato cakes] are traditional to remember the miracle with oil that 
happened at this time. A game of dreidl is popular with children to 
‘commemorate “the great miracle that happened there”. P. 201-205, 





[God becoming man] has ied this to be 2 major festival in the 
‘Christian faith, although the over-commercialisation and secularisa- 
tion of Christmas has obscured some of the significance of this 
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Act 1997 December 1998 





















festival. Christmas carols, plays and evergreens are associated with 
this time and nativity ses are displayed in many churches and in some 
homies. Gifts are reminders of the offerings brought 10 the infant 
Jesus. Origiaally these and Christmas boxes were given on the 26th 
December Boxing Day. Matthew I:18-25, Luke 2:1-7 P, 83-85, 


RAMADAN: The month of fasting from dawn 10 sunset. To the 
‘Muslim, fasting means abstaining from all food, drink, smoking and 
‘marital relations during daylight hours. It is an exercise in self 
discipline and enables everyone 10 have some experience of 
Seprivation. Fasting (sawm is one ofthe five pillars of Islam, Afler 
the custom of the Prophet. the fast is traditionally broken by taking 
dates and water. Travellers, those who are sick and women Who are 
[pregnant or menstruating are temporarily excused from fasting but 
they will make this up at another time, Those who are not able tO 
fast should give chanty to compensate forthe lost days. Children 
may be encouraged to fast although it ts fot compulsory until 
maturity. As the Muslim year is a lunar year, Ramadan moves 
Forward by ten/cleven day’ every year, Surah 2183-188, P.21%-220, 








OMISOKA: Japanese festival which prepares forthe new year by 
cleansing (Shimo-telated) home shrines. and. (Buddhist-related) 
altars. The bells of Boddhist temples are struck 108 times to wam 
‘against the 108 evils 10 be overcome. P. 168. 








‘© Jewish books and religious 
‘articles for sale and reference 
‘© Workshops and lectures for 


‘Tevrax: 0181-292 3340 
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Wasting Time? SSUCATION 
Wasting Space? . hela ead 


Wasting Away? 


Use this space to reach 
‘over 12,000 users of our 
CALENDAR 
and 3,500 readers of our 
JOURNAL paraces eet sel 
CONTACT US TODAY . ere 


"Don't you need one? 





YOUR LOVE ISA 
POWERFUL FORCE 
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‘JANUARY 1998, 











‘THE CIRCUMCISION OR NAMING OF JESUS: Celebrates the 
Circumcision of Jesus in accordance with Jewish custom, Luke 2:21. 


GANJITSU: New Year's Day celebrations are sometimes extended 
for wp othe days urine whch businesses are closed, families ae 





EPIPHANY: Celebrates the coming of the magi/ Wise Men to the 

baby Jesus. It is the twelfth day of Christmas. It is particularly 

important i the Ontbodox church where the baptism of Jesus and his 
‘Matthew 2:1-12 P.79, P36, 








BIRTHDAY OF GURU GOBIND SINGH: (1666CE) The tenth 

juru, who insttuied the °S K's and established the Order of the 
Khalsa’on Vatsakhi (Baisahil. The main feature will be an akhand 
path, an unbroken reading of she Guru Granth Sahib which will 
formally last for 48 hours. P240-242. 











ISTMAS EVE AND DAY (Russian Orthodox) 
Grinder Chochoe wieh ret ths Jet eters aber ti 
‘change to the Gregorian calendar, celebrate all fixed festivals 13 
days after the Western Churches, $0 67 January in the civil 
calendar are 24-25 December in the church calendar. 





MAKAR SANKRANT: {Lobe is the mame for the festival in 
anja ii called Pongal in Tart Nadu) ~ An unusual festival in 
that it ts based on the solar calendar, whereas most other festivals 
‘Rah ay farsi oe pcg pg To ot 

isa “up quarrels, Tamils eat 
a rice dish = pongal. For Panjabi families Lincloding some Sikhs 
Lote is celebrated following the birth of a son. Afr 1s. it 
(anata scame sects eet tnd Fens ae lide 
fice aise with sugar, pancakes and halva. Cornmeal chapatis and 
Inustard leaf constitte the Uadional meal PITS. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: This eek 
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studying the Qur‘an. I is celebrated wsually on the 27h day (the 
‘ight ofthe 26th] of Ramadan. Muslims pray all night al very 
tmosqee. Surah 97:15 - st revelation 2-185. F218 


YUAN TAN: New Year's Day, whic isthe most important event 
in the traditional Chinese calendar and marks the begionng Of the 
first lunar month. The festival i colorfully celebrated. with 
fireworks, dances (such as the famous Lion Dance) and the giving 
(of gifts flowers and sweets. Gold's a dominant colour io symbolise 
the wish for prosperity and red is alo much used asa lucky colour, 
Business accounts should be setled and all debes paid before the 
new year begins. Celebrations can last three of more days. 19% 
Will Be the year of the Tiger. P. 66-68. 


time for almsgiving ~ the charity of the fas, 
{s paid during Ramadan, must be paid before 
js a time for new clothes, good food and 
‘ildren. The festival is atime for family get-togethers 
fiends, especially with those ho I 








illage for Ext prayer. The traditional greeting 
“Happy and blessed Eid. [There is ng reference in the Qur'an but 
in the tradition of the Prophet P. 220-223. 





VASANTA PANCHAMUSARASWATI PUJA: Widely celebrat- 
ced in Noth India. Marks the beginning of spring. I is wsually 
Finkest with Saraswati, dhe goddess of learning and the ars. Yellow 
is the associated colour. PLT6. 


‘THE LORD (Catholic] / PRESEN- 
THE TEMPLE [Anglican]: This is 
‘often called Candiemas from the custom of congregations holding 
Tighied candles at the celebration in church. It celebrates the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple formerly the Purification of 
the BVM], hence its association with the Nunc Dimitis. Luke 
222-38. P.102. 


SETSUBUN/BEAN SCATTERING: The day for the Bean 
‘Seattering ceremony performed both in homes andin temples, P. 156, 
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[TUBSSHEVAT: A dligful mint fenival which celts the 
-w Year for trees. New trees are planted and a special attempt 
‘made to eat fruit from Israel. P. 209, 


FARINIRVANA: Matayanits mak the fal pasag ewny from 
this world of Gautama Buddha at Kushinagara, India, atthe age of 80, 


SHROVE TUESDAY (Pancake Day): The day is set aside for 
fepentance and absolution in preparation for Lent. The name 


the Mandi Gras (Fat Tuesday]. P-86. 


ASH WEDNESDAY: The fit day of Lent when Christians 
remember the forty days that Jesus spent in the wildemess and 
the temptations he faced during this time. In Catholic and some 





from baring the’ palm crosses OF the previous yea = ence the 
same, ‘Auh Wednesday. Mathew 431-11. Mark 151213, Lake 





to Easter, I is a time of fasting and discipline in preparation for 
to mark the forty days Jesus spent i the wilderness which end on 


1 tine far sanyo pve med Rte reuang. Maton 
SAT, Mak 19-19, take3 21-23. P8687 


MAHASHIVRATRI [Great Shiva Night): Every night of the new 
‘moon is dedicated to Shiva but this one is particularly important, It 
is the night on which Shiva is said to perform the cosmic dance 
from creation to destruction. Many Hindus fast. All-ni 

focus on Shiva and his shrines and statues. Milk is poured on. his 
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STDAVID'S DAY: The patron saint of Wales who lived in the 6h 
‘century, P. 260, 





BIRTHDAY OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA: A Hindu teacher and 
mystic, bor in 1833 who founded the Ramaknshna Vedanta 
movement. His teachings. were formalised into a philosophical 
structure by his disciple, Swami Vivekananda. P. 117-118 


THE WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: This 
Intemational, iterdenominational prayer movement was bezUn 
inI887, The service material is produced by a different country 
ach year. In 1998 the theme is “Who # my neighbour” and the 
‘onder of service has been put together by Madagascar 


FIRST DAY OF LENT/THE GREAT FAST [Orthodox}: 
Unlike the Westem tration which stars Lent on the Wednesday 
before the first Sunday of Lent, Eastern Churches sta Lent on the 
Monday before the first Sunday. In adkltion, since Lent iy 
Calculated in relation to Easier it follows that when the Orthodox 
date for Easter differs from that ofthe Wester Churches. the whale 
Lenten period will similarly differ. This 1s the beginning of the 
Lenten Fast which involves absticace from meat. fish and dairy 
products until Easter. P80 [Table] 


HOLL: A spring festival lasting one vo five days. Bonfires are lit and 
coloured powder and dyes are thrown over people. Many of the 
stom avseciated with Holi indicate its fentlity origins. Various 
‘Sories are associated withthe festival. The throwing of coloured dyes 
is linked with Krishna and his antics with the gopis or rulkinaids, 
‘Another story assoxiated with Holi is that of Prahlada an Holika 
Prahlada worshipped Vishnu in defiance of his father, King Hiranya- 
ashipu. Prahlada survived when his aunt. Hola, suppocdly 
immune 0 fire, hel him while she sat ona bonfire. P.118-119, 





PURIM: Celebrates the saving ofthe Jewish community of Persia 
‘which isfoldin the Book of Ester [The Mepillah]. This isread twice 
inthe irae eared oi 
the congregation whenever it read. Many people come 
infancy dress. Hamantashen [cakes filled with poppy seeds literally 
"“Haman’s pockets"Jare made and eaten atthistime. P.199-20. 


‘ST PATRICK'S DAY: The patron sait of Ireland who lived in 
Britain in the uh century. After his escape from being held hostage 
{in Ireland, he became a priest and returned thereto evangelise. His 

1s the shamrock, sprigs of which are worm on this day. 
Farades are bed in Dublin ad elsewhere, often of seul nati. 
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ST JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MAR} 
‘A feast in honour of Joseph who, together with Mary, was 
tesponsibe for’ upbringing. P39. 
NAW-RUZ: New Year's Day and the end of the nincicen-ay fast 
‘that concludes the old year. P. 26 
NO HI (Higan): Marks the spring equinox. As at the 
nox, harmony and balance are the themes, sutras are 
the graves of relatives are visited, P, 139. 
JAMSHEDI NORUZ: New Year's Day according 10 the Fast 
‘alendar used in Iran. itis a family day and eggs and evergreens 
figure as symbols of life, continuity and eternity. P. 248-250, 
MOTHERING SUNDAY (Simnel Sunday): Mid-Lent Sunday 
[Leo IVL Ws became secular and me poplaty known ay 
wher 


‘often included a 
























‘simnel cake. P. 261 Meshers" Day 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD/ BLESSED VIRGI 






(Lady Day): Celebrates the announcement 19 Mary by the 
Gabriel that she is to bear a. child) and her response i 
Magnificat. The day, therefore. gives opportunity to focus on the 
‘doctrine ofthe incammation. Luke 1:26:38, 46:35, P.96.97 
PASSION SUNDAY: On the Sth Sunday in Lent, Christians begin 
Yo concentrate their thoughts on the Passion or suffering of Jesus 
VARSHA-PRATIPADA: This i the first day of Chaitra, the fist, 
‘month ofthe Hindu funar yea. It is regarded as an auspicious day for 
‘arting any new endeavour, however small. Divali in the autumn, i 
‘also new year festival - 1998 is 2085 of the Vikrami era 


CHING MING / FESTIVAL OF PURE BRIGHTNESS: The 
first occasion in the year when family graves are visited. Aer 
cleansing and sweeping them, offerings are made (0 spirits and 
‘many picnic by the grave 10 ‘join’ their ancestors in the feast 
Famies makes special fon to be fogeter and eam 0 the 











family graveyard. P. 
PALM SUNDAY: Firs day of Holy Week i. the weck which 
recalls the last week of Jesus” earthly human lie. Christians 


‘emember his triarnphal entry io Jerusalerm where ltr he would be 
Srested and crocied. In many churches the etry commemorated 
‘with processions with tbe congregation carrying symbolic branches 
‘of trees o palm leaves folded inte form of across. Matthew 21:1-11, 
‘Mark 1:11, Lake 19-28-40, fobn 1212-19. P87. 
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HOLY WEEK: The most solemn week of the Christian year, in 
‘which Christians recall the final week ofthe life of Jesus, P. 87, 


RAMA NAVAMI: This isthe bithday of Rama, the seventh avatar 
fof Vishnu. IC is celebrated at twelve noon by arati in front of a 
picture of Rama swinging in a cradle. P. 121. 


EID-UL-ADITA / THE FESTIVAL OF SACRIFICE: This major 
festival [Al-Eid At Kabecr] marks the end of the Hajj (Pilgrimage 
to Makkah) on the tenth day of the twelth month of Dhul-Hijja. The 
Hajj 1s one ofthe five pillars of Islam, Pilgrims sacrifice animals at 
the village of Mina on their way back to Makkah from Mount 
Arafat [First Day of Festival], in commemoration of Abraham's 
‘willingness to sacrifice fis son, Ishmael. Muslims all over the 
world, f they can afford it, sacrifice an animal {as Abraham did in 
substitution for his son Ishmael}. The meat is distributed 10 the 
poor. and some is shared with relatives and friends, Sura 37 99-111 
find 22:26-33, 3:96.97. P. 224-227. 





HANAMATSURL: This flower festival marks the Japanese 
celebration of the Buddha Shakyamuni's birthday ‘which 
Mahayanas fix in S6SBCE. The Nowers accentuate the tradition that 
the Boddha was bom in a garden, so floral shrines are made and an 
image of the infant Buddha is set in it and bathed, Theravadins 
‘celebrate Buddha's birth. enlightenment and passing away all on 
the same day a lttleIater in the year - full moon in May. P. 159, 





MAUNDY THURSDAY: The Last Supper is commemorated 
when Jesus blessed bread and wine and ordered his disciples to 
remember him whenever they did this. From this instruction comes 
the institution known under a variety of names ~The Eucharist, the 
Mass, the Holy Communion, the Breaking of Bread - which is the 
cceniral act of worship in mast traditions. In Roman Catholic and 
some Anglican churches the feet of twelve members of the 
Congregation are washed in remembrance of Jesus” washing of the 
feet of the twelve disciples. Matthew 26:26.30, Mark 14:22-26, 
Luke 22:14-20. P.87-88, 








GOOD FRIDAY: This commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus, 
Although essentially a sombre day. itis called *“Good’ since, for 
(Christians, itis the ultimate example of God's sacrifice when Jesus 
‘gave up his life for the world. Meditative services are held in 
hur fo mark the time tat Jes spent on the cro, Tradonally 
arvcularly in the Roman Catholic wor fh rahe than mea 
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HOLY SATURDAY - (Easter Eve: Speci services involv 
Haig th Pcl Cand he ee tn 
‘ows ake place inthe evening in prparaion for Easter Ts 
last day of Lent. P. 88-90. a2 


PASSOVERIPESACH: A major eightaay festival when Jews 
‘commemorate the Exodus from slavery in Egypt. A highlight is the 
Seder meal held in homes atthe beginning ofthe festival when the 
Story of the deliverance is recounted following the Haggadah [the 
‘Telling. the Story]. Matzah [unleavened bread] is eaten throughout 
the festival and foods without Jeaven. There is a great spring 
cleaning in the home before the festival 10 ensure that no Teaven is 
im the home during Pesach. Coconut pyramids and matza balls 
{which are putin soups} are two foods that might be eaten at this 
time. Exodus 7-12, P. 179-184. 


EASTER DAY: This isthe most important festival ofthe Chistian 
12s itis when Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jess. 





‘pgs are given which symbolise new life, Matthew 28:1-11, 
Mark 16:1-10, Luke 24:1-12, Joba 201-10, P90. 


VAISAKHI (Haisakbi]- the Sikh New Year Festiv 
Vaisakhi (Baisakhi) the tenth Guru, Gurs Gobind Singh, founded 
the Order of the Khalsa. Five men, who later came to be kiiown 3s 
the Panj Piare [Five Beloved Oncs], were prepared to offer theit 

} lives when the Guru asked for voluricer. On this day the “Five Ks", 
the five outward signs of Sikhism, were made obligatory and Sikh 
‘men took the name “Singh” and women "Kasr’. The Order of the 

Khalsa was founded. and the initiation ‘ceremony, amit. was 

i introduced. This is the only Sikh festival which is generally 
celebrated onthe same date each yea. P. 256.237. 


EASTER DAY/PASCHA (Orthodox): Since Easter iy caleulted 
na hunar calendar, it moves in relation 10 the solar calendar 
nbodox and Wesm Churches calla deri) whe the 
Imerealary adjustments made, so tha there is no consistent 

relationship between the dates of the Orthodox and Westem Easter. 
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twelfth days are especially significant and celebrated as holy days 
when no work is done. It is during this period that Baha'is elect 
their local, national and international governing bodies. P. 23-25, 





EORGE’S DAY: The patron saint of England. His particular 
significance to England is not clear since he lived and died in the 
Medal East bt gut, posubly. his poulaty grew afer the 
Crusades, which adopted his red cross on a white background as 
thei symbol 


YOM HA.SHOAH (Holocaust Dayl: A day of remembrance for 
the victims of the Nazi Holocaust. Memorial candies are lit and, 
special services are bel P. 206. 





AL-HIJRA - NEW YEAR'S DAY (1419 AH): Commemorates 
the Hija oF migration of the Prophet Muhammad from Makkah 10 
Medina in €22CE which led tothe establishment of the Must 
community. Muslim years are dated from this time and are yermed 
AN TAftcr the Hijeah In the celebwation at the mosque stories are 
told of the Prophet and his companions. P. 213-215, P. 227-228, 


¥ 
SS 
ARTICLES OF FAITH 








Pen a ae 


For all your RE needs 





The Sap Werkig Pty Wr Religion i Een 3 











She Carr of Rees Fra Ant 17) Deer 198 





MAY 1998 











ee 
ee ee 
Se aan 
eee retin 

= peas ncaa a 
Sees 


CHRISTIAN AID WEEK: loitited in 1945, this week is devoted 
10 fund raising, mainly through house 40 house collections, by 
members of various churches. The money given is for work with the 
‘needy throughout the world, 


LAG B'OMER: The Omer perio of 49 days lasting from Pesah to 
Shavuot isa time of sadness, relieved on this, she 33rd day, whe a 
plague in Roman times ended. It is often celebrated by outdoor 
Celebrations . A large number of weddings take place which are not 
permitted during the other days of the Omer. P. 207, 


VAISAKHA PUAWESAK: Theravadion ceebae the bith, 
rlighennen and final pang 48a) of Gautama Budo TNs 
‘iy: Mahayants have separate days eet hen, Haws are 
afer hac at tan ni many wine nn 
ae released vo symblse hi compasses at 
Imei A particular stesso he day i ladon hv elghenen and 
the reac of the birds might alo refit that Lay people come 
SoanDay Ths whe ge Busan Festval 7, P1947 St 
Tis ia Festival PT, Pea8-2) $1 
Lanka, 50 Malad 























‘Commemoraes the death of Baha'u'llah at Bai, near Acre in 
1892. His Shine isthe place towards which all Baha'is face when 
praying. P27. 
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‘ZARTUSHT-NO-DISO: Commemorates the death of the 
‘Zarathustra. Religious services are devoted to him and 10 the 
Fravashis - spirits of the dead. P. 255, 


DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL: Most notable now for the 
‘dragon boat races which take place between slim rowi 
(sometimes 100 feet long) shaped like a dragon. 
‘down to the rivers and prcnic and celebrate on boats. {Corih 
‘commemorated the suicide by drowning 

‘Chu Yuan in aboot 279 BCE. P. 69-70, P. 71 


PENTECOST/WHITSUNTIDE: An important festival in the 
‘Christian year. Itis often soen as the “birthday” of the Church, as itis 
when the disciples of Jesus first proclaimed the Gospel after 
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, Iris named after the Jewish 
festival on which this event happened. The altemative name comes 
from the custom of converts presenting themselves for baptism 
“dressed in white on this day. In previous years, in Britain, Whit walks 
became associated with this time. Acts ofthe Apostles 2:1-13,P.92 


SHAVUOT - [Festival of Weeks - Pentecost}: Comes seven 
weeks after Pesah (Passover). It celebrates the revelation of the 
‘Torah on Mount Sinai andthe carly harvest season in Israel 
Somazogus ae decorated with Mowery and day fonds [uch as 
intzes and cheesecake] are eaten, Exodus 19 &20, Leviticus 
24-15-22, Devteronomy 169-12. P- 184-187. 
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POSON/DHAMMA YUAYA: Theravada festival which 
celebrates the first preaching ofthe Buddhist doctrine outside India, 
particularly in Sri Lanka, P47. 


CORPUS CHRISTI (CORPUS ET SANGUIS CHRISTI [Cath- 
olic/DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE INSTITUTION 
OF HOLY COMMUNION [Anglican]: Panicularly Catholic 
{festival to celebrate the Eucharist P.93. 
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This és celebrated on 12th of Rabi-ul-Awwal, the t 
‘month of the Muslim calendar. In the sub-continent of India 
Some Arab Countries like Egypt the celebration stars with reading 
from the Qur'an followed by poctry and songs in praise of the 

There are also lectures and story telling. In some big cities 
of the Muslim world the day i» marked with processions and flags 
Waving under a huge decorations of lights.'In the UK Muslims 
Celebrate atthe mosque. P. 230-231. 











RATHA YATRA - ‘chariot journey: Tis hept most notably at 
Partin Orisa where processions of thownands of devotees ps 
huge waggons [ahas| with images of Krsna, known under the 
tame of agamath [Lord of the Univer trom which the name 
mes i Engish Kesha fs ats by is brother 

in Tchsty by the Taran 

nsctowsncss| wth procession Hugh 













ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARTYRDOM OF THE BAB: The 
Bab was executed by firing squad in Tabviz, Persia at oon in 1850, 
The Bab’s death is commemorated at noon with readings and 
prayers from Baha'i Serius. P. 26-27. 


O-BON: Japanese festival when the spirits of the departed are 
welcomed back home with feasting and dancing. Fires are also 
‘often litt light their arival and deparware. — P. 162-163, 


CHUNG YUAN: Chinese Buddhist and ancestral festival also 
falled"Fesval of Hungry Ghosts’. Paper objects for use In the 
Spin world are mate and offered to aid xpriy who have 0 
Rating place ‘or descendans. Large poper boats are made and 
fort temples 10 help sprit on he Journey across the sea 
foment to Nirvana. 


ASALA = (Dhammacakka Day - Turning of the Wheel of 
Teaching): Theravads celebration of the Firs Proclamation by 
Gautama to five ascetics in the Deer Park near Benares. This taught 
the Mile Wey, the Noble igfold Path andthe Four Noble 
‘Truths. P. 


BIRTHDAY OF HAILE SELASSIE I: Ove ofthe holies days of 
the Rasafarian year, Itt celcbrated with Nyahbinghl drumming, 
tyme and pees 
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By) ven] TISHA WAV: Full day fast mouming the destruction of the frst 
and second Temples in Jerusalem and other tragedies in Jewish 
history. The Book of Lamentations is ead. 





6 cmustan]] THE TRANSFIGURATION: When Jesus went up a. mounta 

“with three of his disciples, Peter. James and John, They saw him 
transformed, saw Moses and Eljah with him and heard a voice 
‘saying. “This is my own dear Son with whom Lam pleased - listen 
to him” For Chnstians, this confirms the divine nature of Jesus. An 
important festival for Orthodox Christians. Matthew 17:1-17, Mark 
9-213 and Luke 928-36. P. 101 











7 woouy] RAKSHA BANDITAN: This festivals abou thet proecton 
[Craksha™ “means ‘protection’ and “bandhan’ “to tie’) 

‘coloured thread amulets on to their brothers’ wrists and give thet 

fan Indian sweet. The amulet symbolises protection from evil. They 

are given gilts [usually money] in return. NB Cousins are incloded 

‘as brothers and sisters P. 126-127, 


122lmowmni| FARVARDIGAN: Last ten days of the year during which the 
mere | Feavashis o¢ souls of the departed are welcomed and entertained. 
‘The five Gathas or hymns composed by Zarathustra are recited on, 

the last five "Gatha” days. F280-252, 


JANAMASHTAMUKRISHNA JAYANTI-Birthday of Krishna: 
Krishna is a very popular avatar or incarnation of Vishnu and this 
{festival is celebrated widely. Many Hindus fas till midnight, the time 
‘of Krishna's birth. Those unable to fast will take fruit and milk Inthe 

Krishna is welcomed with singing, dancing and sweets. {n 
ser homes ndimtenples an ings fhe neve Kia a 
‘cradle and special sweets [x the paar pn given radioaly 
to women after cildbicth] are offered and 


ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: Celebrates, 
the ‘taking up” of Mary, body and soul. 10 Heaven, Most Catholic 
‘communities mark te festival with processions and fetes. On this day 
the Dormiton (Falling-Asleepof the Blessed Vein Mar ishept by 
‘Onhodax Christians. The Falling-Asleep means the death. P.97 


NO RUZ: New Year's Day on the Shenshai calendar. P. 252-253, 
KHORDAD SAL: Birthday of Zarathustra. P, 252-255. 


GANESH-CHATURTHL: Binhday of Ganesha, The elephant 
Ineaded deity is seen as the remover ee 


feces tee ew ring rd 
‘Maharash Slaturshuane Fe. 139, 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL: Displays of various foods are made in 
‘church and services are eld Yo thank God for his goodness. Oflen 
the fonds dst aflerwardsf the elety and those ned. 
Emphasis is now placed on the fruits of society and. 3. Wi 
tmterpreation than just the harvest of the fics ts made. P, $2. 


ETHIOPIAN NEW YEAR'S DAY: Rasafarians have a four year 
cycle, each year named after an aposile, This the beginning of the 
‘ear of Luke 


PARYUSHANA-PARVA: Variously celebrated as an eight or ten 
‘day period. Mendicant teachers, whone lifestyles emulated by lay 
Janay during this time. give sermons about Mahavira. and. his 
‘teachings and read the Kalpa Sutra. On the last day, confesion of 
all'sins is made and the forgiveness of frends. and relatives 
sought before resolving goodwill 0 all humanity. P. 146-147, 


ROSH HASHANA [New Year's Day - $759]: Colebraes the 
{xeon th werk This fsa bien days of repeane a 
Seif examination during which Ged sis in judgement oa every 
{ndividoal. The blow shorn Ishotar] in the synagogue 
is.a reminder of sacrifice of a ram instead ois 408, 




















Isc Aples dipped none seme ihc hoe of sweet ear 
Ihe procing i Cana Ton Tike {ay yo be srt ors 
ood year! Genes 22 Leviicns 282828. P. 1-196 


NAVARATRUDURGA PUADUSSERAH: Wile known ty 
<iferemt names, ts i one of the few festivals cclbate acrot 
‘avart meant nine igh which fo Tong the fatal 
lists The lat three dye are th mon important In Noth ate 
formance of the Ram lls during Durga Pu commemoraes 
aren ind, in Bengal marcas he goer 
Bengal in parca he goss Dura 

= a partic C rea 
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): Marks the autumn equinox, As at the 
and balance are the themes, suas are 
of relatives are visited. P. 164. 
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Plimceonsr] KATHINA DAY: At the end of the three months’ Rains Retreat of 
‘monks in Theravada Buddhism, new Kathina robes are offered by lay 

people. The date varies according to the rainy season in diferent 

‘countries. P43, P48 [Sri Lankal, P49.50 [Burma], P.52 [Thailand 





SUKKOT: A harvest festival commemorating the 40 years thatthe 
Jews spent in the wilderness on the way from slavery in Egypt to 
{freedom in the Promised Land. A temporary hut or booth - called a 
Sukkah - is wed daring this time to eat meals in and for socialising. 
In hot coumines families may live in them during the festival. The 
roof, which has 40 be open to the elements, is covered with 
branches and decorated with frit. Four species, the Tulay (the palm. 
branch}. the frog [a citrus fruit) the hadas [myrtle] and the arava 
willow) are used atthe festival. Leviticus 24:33-43P, 187-190 


SIMCHAT TORAH: Marts the complction ofthe annual cycle of 
Teading fre the Torah. Ae the reading sould be contin. 
secon scroll n begun agin as Seon asthe final potion ofthe 
Torah is reat: so. the reading from Devlcronomy ends wih the 
teat breathe Genes begins All the Torah scrolls a paraded 
Sound the synagogue. wih” children “dancing and ing 

Progressive Jew cekcbate his festival oe day cate, P1DISI9S. 





DIVALI (DEEPAVALI: In Hinduism, a New Year Festival 
lasting one 40 five days, during which lights are hung out and, 
Fireworks are explaxied, For both Hindus and Sikhs itis a festival of 
light coinciding with the darkest night ofthe lunar month. Various 
interpretations are given tothe festival in different pats of India but 
i is generally associated with Lakshmi, goddess of wealth and 
prosperity of with the victorious return of Rama and Sita to the 
Kingtom of Ayodhya after the exile. Diwali marks the beginning of 
the financial year. p. 134-136, 


Sikhs also celebrate Diwali a the sixth Guru, Guru Hargobind, was 
fleas rom Gwalior prison on tis day. The Guru refused to accept 
release when it was piven by the Emperor, Jehangir. until 
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR WORLD Prayers from the 
sources of several different world religions are published cach year 
ina special leaflet for use in this week, This receives the suppovt of 
members of many religious coenmuritics 
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ALL SAINTS" DAY: (All Hallows’, eniginally All Martyrs) This 
Provides a chance to offer thanks for the work and witness of all 
Saints, recopaizing that not all are known or specially celebrate. 
‘Many Churches stress this day. rather than Hallowe'en which falls 
the day before, by holding events especially fo 99-100) 


ALL SOULS" DAY: On this day in particular the depaned are 
Femembered and prayed for. 


ANNIVERSARY OF TH 
SELASSIE I: One of 



















BIRTHDAY OF GURU NANAK: (1469) The fie 
Celebrate such binhdays, an akhand path, a complete uninterrupted 
reading of the Guru Granth Sahib, is begun aboot two days before 
0 that it will be finished on the festival. Sikhs gather at the 

ara to bear sermons and sing hytins about the life ofthe fits 

1. The congregation will share a meal [langat} from the free 
Kitchen. The gurdwaras are usually illuminated and there ae 
firework displays, P. 240-242, P. 244, 


REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: Te Suda nove 1 Artic 
devoted 1 renerbing ‘wo, Work War 
Scimequent wa 





THE PROPHET'S NIGHT JOURNEY AND ASCENSION 


the command to pray five times 
salem from which Muhammad 
‘Dome of the Rock, Muslims 


‘ory nthe adh sogther With the 
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TS) pAPaese|] SHICHI-GO-SAN: (Seven-Five-Three) Girls of seven, boys of 
five and girs of three are dressed up in new clothes and taken to & 
Shinto shrine to pray for thei future wellbeing. P_ 166, 


24 jsikm] MARTYRDOM OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR ~ (1675): The 

‘Guru was executed winder orders from the Moghul emperor in 
public opposite the Red Fort in Delhi for upholding an individual's 
Fight to worship in the manner of his (her choice. 240-242, P.244, 








29 jamismAM| ADVENT SUNDAY: The stan of the Christian year four Sundays 

‘Xtfore Chntmas. I is offen celbrated by lishing the fist candle 
‘nthe advent crown - a crculr wreath of greenery. A fare three 
Sonics are It on sobneyoent” Sundays. colmmating with the 
Ghrsiman “candle ‘onthe 28th. Decembcr. This signifies the 
tranithn from darkness tight P. 8-83 





30 tomusnany} ST ANDREW'S DAY: The patron saint of Scotland since the 8th 
Century. Andrew was an apoatle and brother of Peter. Inthe Anglican 
‘Communion he is assectated with missionary activity P.100, 
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‘THE NIGHT OF FORGIVENESS [LAILAT-UL-BARA‘H]: 
fourteenth of Sha'ban the eighth month of the Muslim Calendar 
and two weeks before Ramadan, Muslims seek forgiveness for their 
‘sins. Muslims believe tha it ison this night that a person's destiny is 
fixed for the coming year by God. The night i spent in prayer asking 
‘God's guidance and forgiveness, Many Muslims fast on the 14th in 
preparation for this night In some parts of the world, Muslims vist 
the graves of relatives and the giving of charity is also traditional. In 
some places the night is marked with firework P23, 











BODHI DAY: Some Buddhists celebrate Gautama’s attainment of 
Enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree in Bodhgaya, North India, on 
this day. P- 48-47 Set Lanka, P. 49 Burma, P. 30 Thailand, PSS 
‘Tibet [all Binh, Enlightenment and Death, 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY: Celebrates the [mainly Roman Catholic] doctrine that 
Mary herself was born free from Original Sin, leaving her sinless 
forthe bearing of Jesus. P-96. 
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HANUKAH: Celebrates the rededication of the Temple in 
Jerusalem after it was recaptured from the Syrian Greeks by the 
Maccabee brothers in 165 BCE. For the cight evenings of the 
festival, candles are lit from right 10 left in a hanukkah, a nine 
‘branched menorah - one candle for each evening. The ninth candle 
is the shamash [the servant candle] from which the other candles 
fare lit. Foods cooked with oil - such as doughnuts and lathes 
{potato cakes} are traditional to remember the miracle with it that 
happened at this time. A game of dreidel ts popular with children to 
‘commemorate “the great miracle that happened there”. P. 201-208, 





RAMADAN: The month of fasting from dawn to sunset, To the 
‘Muslim, fasting means absiining from all food, drink, smoking and 
‘marital ‘relations during. daylight hours. is an exercise. in 
self-discipline and enables everyone 10 have some experience of 
<eprivation. Fasting (sawn is one ofthe five pillars of Islam. After 
the custom ofthe Prophet. the fast is traditionally teoken by aking 
dates and wate. Travellers, those who are sick and wornen who are 
[pregnant or menstruating are temporarily excused front fasting bat 
they will make this up at another time, Those who are notable 10 
fast should give charity to compensate for the lost days. C 

‘may be encosraged to fast although i( fs not-compulsory un 
maturity. As the Muslim year is a lunar year, Ramdan moves 
forward by teneleven days every year. Surah 2:183-188, 
218-220, 


CHRISTMAS EVE: Evening carol services and Midnight Masses 
Inaupurte Chima. Santa Claus rom the Dtch Siner Kis} 
‘legendary figure tased on i Nicholas of Myra: eh 
{obring present fo children on Chrismas Eve. P83. 8 




















‘associated with this time and nativity ets are displayed in many 
churches and in some homes. Gifts are reminders of the offerings 

1 the infant Jesus. Originally these and Christmas boxes 
NEE ies om the 26th Decerber< Boxing Day. Mathew (1825, 
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